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Wilkesboro United Methodist Church 
HOME WORSHIP 

 
For three-hundred years the Church worshipped in the homes of those committed to Jesus. These 
“House Churches” would include the household of the host as well as maybe some neighbors and 
friends, and they would read scripture, sing hymns, say prayers, and encourage one another. 
With our current “Stay Home” restrictions we are not allowed to gather in our sanctuary, and we 
aren’t even allowed to gather with neighbors and friends, but it doesn’t mean that we must stop 
worship. The following is a resource for Home Worship during Holy Week.  We hope it will serve 
as a holy time for you to connect with God and the story of the wondrous love of Jesus. 
 
Remember that Wilkesboro UMC will provide a LiveStream Worship Service on our Facebook 
page every Sunday morning at 11 a.m. and on Holy Thursday (April 9) at 7 pm. A recording of 
those services will be posted the next day on our YouTube channel. Links are provided on our 
church website: wilkesboroumc.com. If you do not have internet access the following is a guide 
for you to worship at home…. 
 
Preparation Ideas: 
 

o Create a Holy space in your home – find items that you feel connect you to God and 
designate a table or area as an altar. It can be as simple as a candle and a bible. 

 
o Find a candle to light for each time of worship. If you don’t have a candle consider 

designating a light, a flashlight, or battery operated candle. 
 

o Think about what you will missing most from worship services at church and think of 
ways to re-create that in your home. 
 

 
Palm Sunday Worship 

 
Preparation Ideas: 
 
Gather green branches 

o Decorate your doorway or porch with them 
o Line your sidewalk or driveway as they lined the streets for Jesus 

 
Use those left-over party streamers to line sidewalk or driveway as if preparing for a parade 
 
Prepare your bible by turning to Matthew 21:1-11 
 
If you aren’t familiar with the hymn Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (UMH 278) be sure to search on 
the internet and listen so you are familiar with the tune. 
 
Designate members of the family to lead specific parts of the service. 
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Palm Sunday Plan: 
 

9:30 a.m.   Prepare your green branches or other displays if you haven’t already done so 
 
10:00 a.m.  Join Jan Taylor for Sunday school via ZOOM 
 
10:45 a.m. Take one of the green branches or streamers and standing on your front porch (or 
other appropriate place) waving the branch/streamer sing Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (music 
attached).  After you sing you may offer this prayer or a prayer of your own choosing… 
 
 Loving Christ, this household has prepared the way for your entrance. 
 Come to us, Loving Christ, as you did so long ago… 
 Coming in love 
 Coming in mercy 
 Coming in sacrifice 
 May our hearts be open to your presence and may we see and understand 
 The fullness of your gift to us: our resurrection life. 
 Amen. 
 
11:00 a.m. – Join us for LiveStream Worship on the church Facebook page OR follow the litany 
to lead your own House Church worship. 
 
 

Palm Sunday Litany 
 
 

Light a Candle 
Saying: The Light of Christ now fills this home 

 
 

Call to Worship 
Leader: Upon a donkey, our Christ came to us 

Others: Hosanna! God saves us 
 

Leader: Upon a cross, our Christ hung for us 
Others: Hosanna! God saves us 

 
Leader: Upon a throne, our Christ reigns over us 

Others: Hosanna! God saves us 
 

Leader: Upon our heart, our Christ pours mercy and love 
Others: Hosanna! God saves us! 
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Opening Prayer 
Merciful and Loving God: We rejoice in your presence today. 

We are grateful for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ 
In whom we find our peace and our salvation. 

Enter our hearts and fill us with love 
On this glorious Sabbath Day. 

Amen 
 

Read Matthew 21:1-11 
(NRSV Translation) 

1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,  
2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.  
3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, "The Lord needs them.' And he will send 
them immediately. "  
4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
5"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."  
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them;  
7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 
them.  
8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road.  
9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!" 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?"  
11 The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."  

 
Reflect/Discuss 

 
Hosanna means “Save us” – what do you think they wanted to be saved from? 

What are some of the reasons we cry “Hosanna” today? 
 

Read Matthew 26:36-56 
(NRSV Translation) 

 
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray."  
37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and 
agitated.  
38 Then he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay 
awake with me."  
39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it 
is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want."  
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40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, 
could you not stay awake with me one hour?  
41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak."  
42 Again he went away for the second time and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass 
unless I drink it, your will be done."  
43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.  
44 So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 
words. 
45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking 
your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners.  
46 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand."  
47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 
48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; 
arrest him."  
49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him.  
50 Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you are here to do." Then they came and laid 
hands on Jesus and arrested him.  
51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the 
slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.  
52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the 
sword will perish by the sword.  
53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more 
than twelve legions of angels?  
54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this 
way?"  
55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to 
arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you 
did not arrest me.  
56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled." 
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.  

 
 

Reflect/Discuss 
 

Jesus came into Jerusalem to a parade, only to then be betrayed, deserted, arrested, beaten, 
and crucified. He knew all of this would happen beforehand yet still he kept walking. 

This proves God’s love for us: That Jesus walked to save all people 
Even those who would betray him, desert him, misunderstand him, and crucify him; 

Even those who would love him from a distance ----- Even those who didn’t know who he was. 
What does this mean for you right now? 
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Sing: What Wondrous Love is This (UMW 292) 
 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 

2 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of life 

to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

to lay aside his crown for my soul. 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 

to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme I will sing, I will sing; 

while millions join the theme I will sing. 

4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 

and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Closing Prayer 
 

Precious Jesus 
We are grateful for your wondrous love 

That led you to take the walk of suffering for our sake. 
Through your blood we are healed 

Through your body we are made whole 
Through your resurrection we are eternally blessed. 

As we close our worship, help us to be ever mindful of those 
Who are in need of your healing and renewing love. 

(you may name individuals here) 
We pray for our world and all who are suffering and who mourn 

(you may add specific circumstances here) 
May your blessings and mercy continue to pour out for upon the world. 

Amen. 
 

Extinguish the Candle 
Leader: The Light of Christ live on in our hearts 

People: Come, Holy Spirit, Come 
 


